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June Meeting
Friday, June 20—7:00 pm
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
1035 Carol Lane
Lafayette, CA

Meeting Program
Edison Fong, WB6IQN, currently 
an RF instructor at UC Berkeley, 
will present his DBJ-1 and DBJ-2 
antennas. The antennas that Ed has 
invented have become standards in 
the industry and are used  by hams,
police, fire and commercial 
applications. 

V.E. Testing
6:00-7:00 PM, prior to each 
meeting at Our Saviour’s Lutheran 
Church.
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President’s QRM
by Jason Legate, W6SN

May puttered along beautifully.  The 
Field Day shirts are on order, the 

site is secured, press releases are going out 
soon.  All in all, a nice start to the month.  
Field day definitely promises to be a great 
event this year, perhaps one of our biggest, 
lately, in terms of attendance.  Just to remind 
everyone, Field Day this year is the weekend 
of June 28th and 29th.  We will be out there 
setting up starting at 11am, Friday June 
27th.  Anyone who would like to is more 

than welcome to come out and join us, for either setup, or for operating.  
If you know anyone who hasn’t been active on the air for a while, or 
maybe has never been on the air, invite them down.  It’s easy to get to, at 
Heather Farm Park in Walnut Creek.  We will be setup on the northern 
end of the Swim Center’s parking lot.  Thanks are very much in order to 
Leo Harrod and Gayle Vassar from the city, for helping us secure such a 
prime location.

I would like to apologize to everyone who showed up to the Auction 
last month.  Due to a series of missteps and miscommunications, things 
didn’t quite turn out how we hoped.  Luckily, the club ended up no worse 
for wear, netting approximately $1400.

On the technical side, I also want to let 
everyone know that ATV is still on and off.  
There are some experiments taking place on the 
900MHz band, and we do have our 1241MHz 

output on the air, although it is temporarily only on the building, and not up on the tower, 
in addition to being QRP (low power).  They are working on getting 1241 back to full 
power, and trying to hammer out the issues they are having with the 900MHz transmitter.  In 
addition, a lot of progress has been made toward finishing the voter project.  Hopefully we’ll 
have our first voting receiver up within a couple months.

Just one last reminder before I get out of here.  I remind everyone that if they have any feedback, 
comments, suggestions, or questions for me or the club, that I’m available by email:  mdarc@proxime.net

73 to all, W6SN
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President Jason Legate, W6SN, 
called the meeting to order at 

19:34. 
Information about four recent 

silent keys was brought forward.  It 
was indicated that Paul Parker 
WB6DHH’s estate donated a large 
portion of the gear at the auction.

The membership report was given.  
We have 295 paid memberships, and 
the membership directories are ready 
for pick up.

Dick Brown spoke briefly about 
Pacificon.  All the speakers, for the 
general presentations, as well as the 
breakfast and antenna forums have 
been chosen, and the information 
is available on the Pacificon website, 
www.pacificon.org.  Dick also 
indicated that tickets are available for 
purchase.

The technical committee, as 
presented by the President, is 

requesting funding for the ATV 
Repeater Coordination Compliance 
Project.  A quote for the Hustler 
Spirit antenna was presented, for 
$843.51, along with an allocation of 
funds for a tower climber, at $1500.00.  
The general membership voted 
unanimously to provide a budget of 
$2,345.00 for the project.

Jason Legate reminded those 
present that field day was approaching, 
and that we would be operating from 
Heather Farm Park, in Walnut Creek.

There was then a brief intermission, 
followed by a wonderful presentation 
about the resiliency of amateur radio 
networks.

At 21:17, President Jason Legate 
adjourned the meeting.

Minutes recorded by President 
Jason Legate, W6SN

Editor’s Exciter
by Jeremiah R. Blasi, K6BQ

I would like to apologize to the 
club for failing to get the Carrier 

out last month.  I had a number 
of unexpected things happen 
that completely shifted my focus, 
required all my time, and took 
me out of town.  These events 
culminated in my accepting a new 
job as a pastor in the Tulsa, OK, 
area.  I will be relocating during the 
month of July.  

This also means that I will, 
of necessity, have to vacate the 
editorship of this newsletter.  If 
you are interested in stepping up 
and volunteering, please let me 
know (k6bq@arrl.net), or email 

Jason, W6SN (mdarc@proxime.
net).  I have enjoyed putting the 
paper together, and will miss it, but 
in my new position, I will just not 
have time to do it (not to mention 
the fact that I won’t be here!).  I’ll 
be happy to meet with you and give 
you a hand in getting started.  

I have enjoyed the time spent 
in the Bay Area.  I have gotten to 
know a number of you, and have 
truly enjoyed the friendship.  I will 
stay in touch on the air, both HF 
and Echo/IRLP, and by email.  I 
will certainly miss the club and the 
repeater groups that I have enjoyed 
here.  

Catch you on the air!
73 de K6BQ
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CHP Position on 
the “Hands-Free” 
Wireless Telephone 
Laws
By Robert F. Gonsett, W6VR, Editor, The CGC 
Communicator 
June 3, 2008

Can we use our radios after the 
“hands-free” law goes into effect?

CGC has been flooded with 
opinions on the subject 

of the “hands-free” wireless 
telephone laws that go into effect 
in California on July 1, 2008.  
However, two readers sent us copies 
of the following letter from the 
California Highway Patrol (CHP) 
that appears to be great news for 
not just ham radio operators, but 
two-way users in general.

CGC has verified the 
authenticity of the following 
e-mail. Please, no more letters 
on “hands-free” unless you have 
breaking news from official 
sources.  We greatly appreciate your 
input but do not have the staff to 

summarize all of the views, many 
from individuals who have not yet 
seen the CHP letter.

While the following letter is not 
necessarily binding on non-CHP 
law enforcement officers, we plan 
to carry a copy of the letter in our 
two-way radio equipped vehicles to 
reduce our chances of becoming a 
legal test case come July 1.
CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY 
PATROL E-MAIL

Date: Tue, 27 May 2008 
07:48:20 -0700
From: Fran Clader 
<FClader@chp.ca.gov>
Subject: Re: New Cell 
Phone Laws - July 1, 2008
The new cell phone laws involve 

only wireless telephones. They do 
not concern radios such as your 
(Amateur Radios), unless they are 
also wireless telephones. Again, 
the law only applies to wireless 
telephones. Thanks for your inquiry.  
If you have any further questions, 
please give us a call.  Or, you can 

call your local area CHP office.
Fran Clader
Commander
Office of Media Relations
California Highway Patrol
(916) 657-7202

## End of email ##
P.S. In a separate 

communication, Commander 
Fran Clader reminds us that, 
as always, “safety is the CHP’s 
primary concern.  All motorists 
are strongly encouraged to operate 
a motor vehicle safely, paying 
attention to their safe operation of 
the vehicle, the changing road and 
weather conditions and the actions 
or anticipated actions of other 
drivers.”

Copyright 2008, Communications 
General Corporation.  This article 
was taken from issue #839 of 
the CGC Communicator.  This 
article, as well as archives of 
the publication, is available at 
http://www.bext.com/_CGC/, or 
by emailing Robert Gonsett at 
r.gonsett@ieee.org.

Public Service 
Events
by Pete Harris, KE6ZIW, MDARC Public Services 
Coordinator

The following is a list of public 
service events for this year.  Give 
me a call or email to sign up 
(Pete Harris at 925-228-4503, 
pharris125@comcast.net). You 
can also sign up for events at 
our regular MDARC monthly 
meetings. 

25/50 Mile Diablo Trail 
Endurance Ride
6/21/08, Mt. Diablo (starting at 
North Gate)

Radio Coordinator: John Stuart

4th of July Parade
7/4/08, Downtown Pleasant Hill
Radio Coordinator: Pete Harris

Alcatraz Challenge Swim
8/23/08,  San Francisco Bay
Radio Coordinator: Barry Bettman

Mt Diablo Challenge
10/5/08, Mt. Diablo
Radio Coordinator: John Stuart

Mount Diablo Trail 
Adventure
11/2/08, Castle Rock Park
Radio Coordinator: John Stuart

Operating Practice

Just a reminder—the FCC rules 
instruct us to use the “minimum 

transmitter power necessary to carry 
out the desired communications.”  

There has been an issue of 
interference with other repeaters.  
The board is aware of this issue, and 
it is being investigated by all parties 
involved, but we can each help in a 
small way by ensuring that we’re not 
using more power than necessary to 
communicate.  This will not solve the 
problem, but it will help to alleviate 
it while possible fixes are explored.  
Thank you for being great amateur 
radio operators!
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NEW DUAL BAND 2M/440 
•  2 M gain 6.6 dBd (8.5 dBi)
•  440 gain 7 dBd (9.0 dBi)
•  20+ dB front to back ratio
•  24 inch boom length
•  Super fast assembly, no instructions   
   needed, screw color coded elements onto   
   color coded boom
•  2 bands-one connector, great for satellite

contacts, no duplexer needed, no duplexer cost

$98.95 
Call or fax (925) 933-3242     Now available at all HRO stores

MDARC Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
May 5, 2008
Fuddruckers, 1940 N. Main St., Walnut Creek

President Jason Legate W6SN, 
called the meeting to order at 

7:05 p.m.
Other Board Members present: 

Vice-President Dave Mulkearns, 
K6OH; Secretary Paul Dickey, 
N6JOX; Treasurer Don Anthony, 
N6SIA (in part); and EC Bob 
Green, K6GD.  Also present were 
Directors Herbert Cole, KI6ATB; 
Dave Gordon, N6SWE; Trevor 
Hall, WA6JAU; and Trevor Raty, 
KG6MDW; as well as Past President 
Marty Heyman, W6MDH. Also 
present were Tim Barrett, K6BIV, as 
well as OH and MDW XYLs.

The minutes of the last meeting 
were approved as published.

Treasurer Don Anthony reported 
$43,652.13 in CDs, and a $8,778.34 
checkbook balance. Also, Don 
reported that insurance coverage 
was denied for certain equipment, 
including the laminator and 
projectors. Jason will check further 
into this issue. Don turned over the 
refreshment and drawing equipment 
because he will have surgery and be 
unavailable at meetings for about 3 
months. He will continue to pay the 
bills and track the club treasury.

SK announcement: Bill Mullen, 
KG6OBS, Concord.

The Board discussed some 
auction rules, such as: early check-
in, equipment to stay on tables (no 
withdrawal, etc.). Next year’s auction 
rules will be published in advance.

The Field Day site will be at 
Heather Farms Park in Walnut 
Creek. The agreement with the city 
has been approved.

Committee Reports:

Tech Committee: 
Trevor Hall reported on the recent 

Saturday meeting and the discussion 
of ATV. The group plans to have 
ATV active, but the proposed freq.
(s) in the 900 band have conflicts, 
and would not be available. The 
NARCC meeting on May 10 will 
be discussing frequency situations. 
The committee discussed ongoing 
interference on 2m, and further 
follow-up. They decided to reinstate 
the commute-time timer. The 1.2 
Gig antenna replacement will be 
brought to the membership for a 
vote.

The Board conveyed to the 
Committee their sense that 
first priority now should be the 
completion of the 2m voter project. 
(The ATV antenna will be placed 
on the tower to ensure operation of 
ATV.) After the voter project, ATV 
or new projects could be addressed.

Old Business:
•  Herb will check on getting 

flyers to HRO.
New Business:
•  The Board agreed that a 

“Sunshine” Coordinator should 
be named, perhaps on a 
monthly basis. Jason accepted 
an offer from Dave, K6OH, to 
volunteer for this month.

•  The By-laws may need to 
be revised to raise the $200 
limit on Board only approval 
of expenditures, perhaps by 
indexing for inflation, with a 
periodic  review.

•  Tim K6BIV advised the 
Board that an initiative being 
discussed was the narrow-
banding of 2m (not D-Star). 
NBFM would have splits at 
12.5kc, which would require 
a new frequency allocation of 
repeaters. The Board discussed 
this idea, and offered a sense of 
support.

Emergency Coordinator: 
Bob noted that RACES changed 

their meeting date to the 4th 
Wednesday instead of the 1st 
Wednesday. Training remains on the 
3rd Wednesday. Check the website at 
www.cc-races.org.

Jason adjourned the meeting at 
8:45 p.m.

Respectuflly submitted,
Paul Dickey, N6JOX, Secretary



TH-D7A(G)  2M/440

• 2M/440 Dual Band
• Built-in 1200/9600 Baud TNC
• APRS Compatible
• DX Packet Cluster Monitor
• 200 Mems., CTCSS
• VC-H1 Messaging Control

Low Pricing!

DJ-196T  2M/HT

• 5 Watt out
• 40 memories
• Alphanumeric display
• CTCSS + DCS built in
• “S” meter
• Auto Dialer

Low Pricing!

WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION
®

TS-2000  HF/VHF/UHF TCVR
• 100W HF, 6M, 2M   • 50W 70CM
• 10W 1.2 GHz w/optional UT-20 module
• IF Stage DSP   • Built-in TNC, DX packet cluster
• Backlit Front Key Panel

Low Intro Price!

TM-D700A  2M//440 Dualband

• 50w VHF 35w UHF  • Opt. Voice Synthesizer
• Receives 118-1300 mHz (cell blocked)
• Remote Head Inst. only (kit included)
• 200 Memories  • Built In 1200/9600 baud TNC
• Advanced APRS Features
• Dx Packet Cluster
• Tone Scan • GPS/VC-H1/PC Ports

ANAHEIM, CA
(Near Disneyland)
933 N. Euclid St., 92801
(714) 533-7373
(800) 854-6046
Janet, KL7MF, Mgr.
anaheim@hamradio.com

BURBANK, CA
1525 W. Magnolia Blvd, 91506
(818) 842-1786
(800) 854-6046
Eric, KA6IHT, Mgr.
Magnolia between
   S. Victory & Buena Vista
burbank@hamradio.com

OAKLAND, CA
2210 Livingston St., 94606
(510) 534-5757
(800) 854-6046
Mark, WI7YN, Mgr.
I-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp
oakland@hamradio.com

SAN DIEGO, CA
5375 Kearny Villa Rd., 92123
(858) 560-4900
(800) 854-6046
Tom, KM6K, Mgr.
Hwy. 163 & Claremont Mesa
sandiego@hamradio.com

SUNNYVALE, CA
510 Lawrence Exp. #102, 94085
(408) 736-9496
(800) 854-6046
Howard, W6HOC, Mgr.
So. from Hwy. 101
sunnyvale@hamradio.com

NEW CASTLE, DE
(Near Philadelphia)
1509 N. Dupont Hwy., 19720
(302) 322-7092
(800) 644-4476
Rick, K3TL, Mgr.
RT.13 1/4 mi., So. I-295
newcastle@hamradio.com

PORTLAND, OR
11705 S.W. Pacific Hwy.
97223
(503) 598-0555
(800) 854-6046
Leon, W7AD, Mgr.
Tigard-99W exit
from Hwy. 5 & 217
portland@hamradio.com

DENVER, CO
8400 E. Iliff Ave. #9, 80231
(303) 745-7373
(800) 444-9476
John, N5EHP, Mgr.
denver@hamradio.com

PHOENIX, AZ
1939 W. Dunlap Ave., 85021
(602) 242-3515
(800) 444-9476
Gary, N7GJ, Mgr.
1 mi. east of I-17
phoenix@hamradio.com

ATLANTA, GA
6071 Buford Hwy., 30340
(770) 263-0700
(800) 444-7927
Mark, KJ4VO, Mgr.
Doraville, 1 mi. no. of I-285
atlanta@hamradio.com

WOODBRIDGE, VA
(Near Washington D.C.)
14803 Build America Dr. 22191
(703) 643-1063
(800) 444-4799
Steve, W4SHG, Mgr.
Exit 161, I-95, So. to US 1
woodbridge@hamradio.com

SALEM, NH
(Near Boston)
224 N. Broadway, 03079
(603) 898-3750
(800) 444-0047
Chuck, N1UC, Mgr.
sales@hamradio.com
Exit 1, I-93;
28 mi. No. of Boston
salem@hamradio.com

1 2  S T O R E  B U Y I N G  P O W E R

FT-2000  HF + 6M tcvr

• 100 W w/ auto tuner
• built-in Power supply
• DSP filters /  Voice memory recorder
• 3 Band Parametric Mic EQ
• 3 IF roofing filters

Call Now For Low Pricing!

VX-7R
50/2M/220/440 HT

• Wideband RX
• 900 Memories
• 5W TX (300mw 220Mhz)
• Li-Ion Battery
• Fully Submersible to 3 ft.
• Built-in CTCSS/DCS
• Internet WIRES compatible

Great Price!

IC-706MkIIG  HF/VHF Transceiver
• All mode HF/6M/2M/70CM
• 100W HF/6M, 50W/2M, 20W/440 MHz
• AF-DSP • Plug and Play Filters - No Soldering
• Easy-to-Navigate menues

Low Pricing!

IC-756 PRO III  All mode Transceiver
• 160-6M @ 100W  • Enhanced Rx performance
• 32 bit IF DSP  • SSB/CW Synchronous tuning
• Enhanced 5 inch color TFT w/spectrum scope
• Selectable IF filter shapes for SSB & CW
• Multiple DSP controlled AGC loops
• Advanced CW functions
• 101 alphanumeric memories

The Ultimate Radio!

DR-135TP  2M mobile
• 50 Watt out  • Alpha numeric display
• 100 mems  • Built-in TNC 1200 & 9600 Baud
• Front Panel GPS in  • Rear DB-9 port
• CTCSS/DCS Encode/Decode built in

Low Pricing!

SUNNYVALE, CA
510 Lawrence Exp. #102, 94085
(408) 736-9496
(800) 854-6046
Howard, W6HOC, Mgr.
So. from Hwy. 101
sunnyvale@hamradio.com

OAKLAND, CA
2210 Livingston St., 94606
(510) 534-5757
(800) 854-6046
Mark, WI7YN, Mgr.
I-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp
oakland@hamradio.com

FT-857D
Ultra compact HF, VHF, UHF

• 100w HF/6M, 50w 2M, 20w UHF
• DSP included  • 32 color display
• 200 mems  • Detachable front panel

  (YSK-857 required)

Call for Low Price!

COAST TO COAST
FREE SHIPPING

UPS - Most Items Over $100

Rapid Deliveries From
The Store Nearest To You!
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June Events

June 20		  7:30 pm 	 MDARC Monthly Meeting 		
						      Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Lafayette 

June 28-29		  All Day	 Field Day - see www.MDARC.org
						      Heather Farms Park, Ygnacio Valley Rd., Walnut Creek, CA

June 30 				    March Carrier Deadline

July 7		  	 7:00 pm	 MDARC Board Meeting	 							     
						      Fuddrucker’s, 1940 N. Main St., Walnut Creek	

The Carrier
Newsletter of the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club
P.O. Box 23222
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
www.mdarc.org

Next Meeting—June 20—Ed Fong, WB6IQN—Antennas

W6CX Nets
147.06 & 441.325 MHz (100 PL)

Thursday 7:30 pm
MDARC Club Net 	

Thursday 8:00 pm
General ATV Net 

Contra Costa County ARES/RACES Nets
Thursday, 7:00 pm
Central County 	145.680 Simplex
		  Jim Brunk, N6BHX
East County 	 146.535 Simplex
		  Drew Hanson, KD6GLY
South County 	 146.355/+ (100 PL)
		  Ed Ritchie, K6SFD
West County 	 145.110/-
		  Steve Adams, KF6WNH
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